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District, Tanzania

Relatively high prevalence of HIV and AIDS and food insecurity in Rufiji District whilst the
linkage between the two problems was not known was the basis of this study. Data were collected
amongst 225 households between November 2005 and October 2006 through participatory rural
appraisal (PRA), household income and expenditure survey (HIES) and structured interviews.
Binary logistic regression was used for analysis in which case the dependent variable was food
security in terms of food insecure (0) and food secure (1) based on kilocalories consumed per
adult equivalent per day. The independent variables included having been affected by HIV and
AIDS in terms of not affected (0) and affected (1). The results reveal that the odds for households
affected by HIV and AIDS to be food secure were 0.705 times as high as the odds for households
not affected by HIV and AIDS to be food secure. This means that households affected by HIV
and AIDS were less likely to be food secure as opposed to those not affected by HIV and AIDS.
The B statistic for having been affected by HIV and AIDS was negative (B = -0.350) meaning
that being affected by HIV and AIDS had negative impact on food security. However, the Wald
statistic which shows the magnitude of impact was small (0.251) and not significant (p = 0.617).
This shows that HIV and AIDS had little impact on food security. Based on these findings, it is
concluded that although being affected by HIV and AIDS has negative impact on food security,
it does not automatically make households food insecure, especially in a short run, and that some
non-HIV and AIDS factors like high dependency ratio and low ability to buy food have bigger
negative impact than that of HIV and AIDS on food security. On the basis of the conclusion, it
is recommended that efforts to improve food security amongst households affected by HIV and
AIDS should consider both HIV and AIDS and non-HIV and AIDS factors.
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